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Article 1 - SETTING

Under the name of European Federation of Press Clubs and Press International Centers, an association is created gathering Press Clubs and Press International Centers (PC-CIP) which subscribe on a voluntary basis.

Article 2 - FIELD OF ACTIVITY

The Federation field of activity is limited by EEC and Eastern European Countries.

Article 3 - REGISTERED OFFICE

The Federation registered office is appointed by the General Assembly for one year, with a rota basis between all the PC-CIP members. The Assembly will establish the turn of rotative tours. The PC-CIP getting the Federation Registered Office will assume presidency during this period.

Article 4 - OBJECT

The first aim of the Federation is to foster dialogue, collaboration and experiences exchange between the PC-CIP members of the Federation and to ease the correlative use of services and equipments, available to each member.

The other Federation aims are :


- to defend the freedom of the Press and the free access to information in the spirit of constitutional charters and european parliamentary resolutions in use.


- to develop the services and advantages between the Federation members.


- to develop and ease the relations of information with cultural, social, economical institutions and the world of communication of the EEC countries.


- to establish contacts with order PC ou CIP in the rest of the world.


- to publish an informative catalogue of member centers displaying their services.


- to promote the languages and the specific culture of the different countries the European Federation of Press Clubs is composed of.

Article 5 - THE FEDERATION STRUCTURE

The Federation is composed of corporate bodies members, of Press Clubs and  Press International Centers.

Article 6 - ADMISSION

Are members, all the European PC and CIP which applied for and have been accepted by the Executive Bureau, with no other condition but to accept and respect the given status. Each Federation member will be allowed one vote. To apply the PC-CIP will have to offer at least the following infrastructure :


- press conference rooms


- journalists editorial offices


- important services for informations reception and transmission


- bar and/or restaurant

Can be affiliated members, PC and CIP, outside Europe which applied for it and whose qualifications respond to the Federation objects and principles. However, the quality of affiliated member doesn't give them the right to vote and doesn't allow its delegates to carry out an elective mandate in the Federation.

Journalists or vips whose PC do not belong to the Federation can be introduced on a personal basis as guest members. But however, they will not be given neither a right to vote nor be allowed to carry out an elective mandate in the Federation.

Article 7 - FUNCTIONING PRINCIPLES


-  The Federation won't have any right to examine neither the organisation nor the activities of the PC, members of the Federation, as long as those will remain in accordance with the Federation aims and principles.


-  The Federation will remain neutral concerning political and ideological matters or the support of any party.


-  Journalists accredited by each PC or PIC Federation members affiliated can use the services of the PC or PIC Federation members with no further ado but to prove their accreditation issued by their original PC or PIC. The accreditation issuer guarantees that the owner of this accreditation is a registered journalist . PC- PIC, welcoming members of other PC-PIC can proceed to appropriate checkings to guarantee the membership of a PC-PIC member  of the Federation.

When using the Federation PC-PIC members facilities, the journalists accept the functioning rules of each PC-PIC and pay the expenses regarding the use of services and facilities.

 
-  Under the same conditions as journalists societies, members of the PC-PIC can possibly have access to Federation PC-PIC members' services and facilities. Those societies will have to provide a letter issued by their original PC-PIC guaranteeing their membership.

Article 8 - SUBSCRIPTION

The Federation PC-PIC members will have to pay yearly a subscription whose amount will be set by the General Assembly. It will cover up global functioning Federation expenses.

Article 9 - LOSS OF FEDERATION MEMBERSHIP

Do lose membership:


- Members who have handed their resignation letter to the chairman.


- Members whose Executive Bureau has decided exclusion well founded on serious grounds after having heard the parties concerned. The exclusion grounds will only become of Public knowledge at the very request of the only concerned.


- Members whose Executive  Bureau has decided the struck off for  non-payment of their subscription three months after its term.

The loss of the Federation membership will be taken by the Executive Bureau. The Assembly will ratify the resolution which will only be enforced after the Executive Bureau's decision.

Article 10 - APPEAL

The decision taken into account in article 9 -paragraphs 2 and 3- are liable to be presented for appeal before the board of Directors which will give the final judgement.

Article 11 - DIRECTION

The Federation is directed by a General Assembly, an Executive Bureau and a managing delegate.

Article 12- GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS


- The Assembly is composed of various Federation PC-PIC delegates (3). They are in charge for one year, on a renewable basis. It includes all the active members keeping their subscription up-to-date. The Assembly stands as the Federation ruling body.

          - In case of seat vacation during the mandate, a member of the concerned PC will take the seat.


  - Meetings 

The General Assembly and Board of Directors meet at the Executive  Bureau request. They meet at least once a year and as often as the Federation welfare requires it. This at the Executive Bureau request or on half plus one Assembly members. Usual meetings will be held in the town of the Federation presidency bureau.


- The Executive Bureau

The Executive Bureau is appointed for one year by the Assembly. This body is meant to see to the respect of the Federation goals . It is composed of a chairman, a general delegate and four members; each PC, member of the Federation will be automatically represented by one member appointed by his own PC. The Executive Bureau must meet at least twice a year and one of the meetings will have to be held six months after the General Assembly.

Article 13 - PRESIDENT

All the Board of Director's meetings are presided over by the president. He makes sure that their decisions are achieved, he rules and controles the Federation general administering, he legally represents and also in all its civic life acts. He commands expenses and is responsible for the budget. At the term of his mandate he becomes senior-vice president for one year.

Article 14 - VICE-PRESIDENTS

Vice-presidents officiate for the president in case of prevention. In such a case, the president designates one of the Vice-president to replace him.

Vice-presidents will also set up sphere of activities they are responsible for.

There are four fields of activities:



- communication and culture



- international relations 



- relations with the press and medias



- economic life

Article 15- GENERAL DELEGATE


- He helps the president and vice-presidents in their tasks, writes down minutes of meetings and correspondance. He is delegated by the president and the Executive Bureau to see to the Federation care and its various activities and the commmission's co-ordination .


- He will hold a list of the Federation delegates and members with their names and addresses and will be responsible for the mailing convocations mentioning places and dates of meetings . The secretary's books and lists can be consulted any time by the Federation delegates.


- He is the treasurer. Delegated by the president he sets the budget and keeps the Federation accounts. 

Article 16 - GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Meeting of the Assembly:


At the president request the Executive Bureau is fully empowered to change the place and date of the Assembly meeting. At least a month before the agreed date, the members of the Association are convined by the President. 

The items of the Agenda are mentioned in the letters. It is established by the president after he has taken into account Federation members' claims and suggestions.

The Assembly can take councel as soon as half of the Federation members have shown up.

Decisions are taken by simple majority.

In case of tie, the president has a casting vote.

The General Assembly appoints the PC that will preside the Federation the following year that in turn will designate the president. The assembly does also appoint the PC that will get Vice-presidency and will appoint the Vice-president. The Vice-president will automatically become president of the Federation after his one-year mandate.

The Assembly approves of the last term accounts and discusses the agenda items.

Article 17- RESOURCES


- The Federation resources are composed of:




- its members' subscriptions, regarding the rate set first by the status and then by the Executive Bureau.




- subsidies that can be awarded by public, state or  European communities, by private foundations or institutions allowing the Federation to achieve the goals it suggested to.




-possessions and securities' interests and incomes the Federation may own.


- Cash reserve consits of:




- capital issueing out of savings done of the annual budget. Those capital are used according to the Board of Directors or the Executive Bureau's decisions for the Federation goals achievement.




-receipts issued out of the meetings the Federation may arrange.

Article 18 - STATUS CHANGES

Any claim to change the present status will have to be submitted to the General Assembly, in a special sitting that will take decision by a qualified majority of 3/4 of active registered members, with up-to-date subscriptions.

Article 19 - JUDICIAL POWER

The members of PC European Federation recognize the authority of La Haye International Court of Justice concerning disagreements' settlement.

Article 20 - DISSOLUTION

The Federation dissolution on a voluntary basis will only be decided by a general Assembly in a special sitting and with a qualified majority of 3/4 of the Federation active registered members with up-to-date subscription.

.
